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REPORT OF THE CIVIL hERO\AUTICS BOARD
on the
Investlgatlon af an Accident J-nvolv1ng ﬁlrcraft
Durmg a Ferry Flight

_ Irving Willard Marguis Groham wns fotally injured in an accident which
occurred near the Win-Field Airport, Fort Stockton, Texas, about 10:50 a.m.
_on fugust 3, 1942, Graham held a student pilot certifiecate but a record of
his flying experience was not obtzined as his log books could not be located.
The aireraft, a Porterfle‘d 25 70 e 16119h, owvned by the pilot, was
extensively doamaged,

Grahom sceepted delivery of the seven-year cld airplane which he had
reeently purchased but net previcusly flown, and took off from the Wm-Flelci
Airport about 10:48 a.m. The aireraft, in n very questionable flying }
condition after & previous anecident, was being ferried to San Angelo, Texas -

. for much needed repnirs and overhaul. The tokc-off wans started slightly back
" of the halfway point of the L00OO-foot rumwny, and after settling to the
‘ground twice during the take-off rum, the plane was climbed in o nesrly :

- stalled attitude to an sltitude of approximately 200 feet. It begen settling

at thls ‘point and the pilot sinrted o nose-high turn back toward the field,

during which the plane was stalled and fell off into a spin. It completed :
nbout three-quarters of o turn, then struck the ground on the left wing and

- HOSE,- - - :

. ﬁx&mnatlon of  the wreckage reveanled no failurc of cny part of the air-"'
L cra.f‘l: priar to the necident ond the menner in which the propeller was broken

- < indiested that considerable. power was being developed at the tire of mpact.
The pilot's safety belt was found intoct ond unfastened. The ficld border- g
- ing the airport wns covered with underbrush but a compnratively safe land.-
mg could h&ve been e"‘fected stra ight shead, had one been nccessary. -

, S‘b-ltemen'ts of witnesses, mest of whom were well quﬂllfled because.- of
~their asviztion experience, indicate that the pilet exhibited poor judgment
.and technlque in handling the aircraft during the take-off and thereafter,

7 ‘f‘&llle'the cireraft was obvicusly in an uncirworthy condition, the prob—j__
- nble cause of this accident wns the poor judgmernt and flying technique of '
the pilot, which resulted in o stall ond spin at low altitude. :

~ BY THE BOARD




